
                                                                                                         
 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN RENAULT AND EDF 

OBJECTIVE: ZERO EMISSIONS 

 

 

Paris, October 9 2008 – Renault and French electric utility EDF today signed a memorandum 

of understanding to create, starting with France, a large scale zero-emissions individual 

transport and travel system. The objective is to establish electric cars as a viable and 

attractive transport solution for consumers. The partnership was officially launched today by 

Carlos Ghosn, President and CEO of Renault and Nissan, and Pierre Gadonneix, Chairman 

and CEO of EDF.  

 

The Renault Nissan Alliance aims to become the world's leading manufacturer of zero-

emission vehicles. France will be one of the first global markets to receive these all-electric 

models, along with Israel, Denmark, Portugal, the state of Tennessee (USA), and Kanagawa 

Prefecture (Japan), all of which have announced similar partnerships with the Renault 

Nissan Alliance. 

 

EDF, owner of the world's biggest fleet of electric vehicles, has considerable experience and 

expertise in electric power storage technologies and recharging infrastructures, and in 

operating fleets of rechargeable vehicles. EDF is committed to expanding the availability of 

clean mobility solutions.  

 

Through the agreement signed today, the Renault Nissan Alliance and EDF aim to provide 

consumers access to zero emission mobility from 2011. In support of this objective, the 

Renault Nissan Alliance and EDF will jointly develop an innovative commercial project, open 

to other interested parties, leading to the set up of an Electric Mobility Operator in the 

longer term. The role of the Electric Mobility Operator will be to supply customers with the 

infrastructure to recharge an electric vehicle and to manage its range. 

 



                                                                                                         
 

 

Between now and January 2010, the partners will study engineering requirements, national 

and European regulations and all necessary technical and financial procedures, including the 

identification of new partners, to ensure that the infrastructure is ready for a vehicle launch 

in 2011. 

 

Carlos Ghosn, President and CEO of Renault and President and CEO of Nissan, said, "To 

reconcile the demand for individual mobility with the preservation of the environment and 

high cost of oil, the Renault Nissan Alliance is committed to the development of “zero-

emission” vehicles. Thanks to our partnership with EDF, in 2011 we will be able to provide 

our customers in France with high-performance and affordable electric vehicles.”  

 

Pierre Gadonneix, Chairman and CEO of EDF, said, "This technological and industrial 

partnership paves the way for innovation that will promote the emergence of new-

generation vehicles that are clean, competitive and ecologically virtuous. The aim is to 

reconcile the challenges of individual mobility and economic growth with efforts to combat 

global warming. This is the commitment made by EDF, which ranks among the energy 

companies with the lowest CO2 emissions in Europe." 

 

# # # 

 

Renault 

The Renault Group generated global revenues of €40,682 million in 2007. It designs, 

engineers, manufactures and sells passenger and light commercial vehicles throughout the 

world. The Renault Group is present in 118 countries and sells vehicles under its three 

brands – Renault, Dacia and Samsung. The Renault Group employs 129,000 people 

worldwide. 

 

Nissan 

The Nissan Motor Company generated global net revenues of 10.824 trillion yen in 2007. 

Nissan is present in all major global auto markets selling a comprehensive range of cars, 

pickup trucks, SUVs and light commercial vehicles under the Nissan and Infiniti brands. 

Nissan employs over 220,000 people worldwide.  



                                                                                                         
 

The Renault Nissan Alliance 

The Renault Nissan Alliance, founded in 1999, sold 6,160,046 vehicles in 2007. The objective of the 

Alliance is to rank among the world's top three vehicle manufacturers in terms of quality, technology 

and profitability. 

 

EDF 

The EDF Group ranks among the leaders in Europe's energy market. It is an integrated energy 

company with presence in a wide range of businesses: generation, transmission, distribution, supply 

and energy trading. EDF is Europe's biggest electricity producer. In France, the Group uses mainly 

nuclear and hydroelectric generation resources, for an electricity supply that is 95% CO2-free. EDF's 

transmission and distribution subsidiaries operate 1,246,000 km of medium- and low-voltage 

overhead and underground power lines and around 100,000 km of high- and very-high voltage 

networks. The Group is involved in supplying energy and services to more than 38 million customers 

worldwide, including more than 28 million in France. In 2007, the EDF Group reported consolidated 

sales of €59.6 billion, of which 44% in Europe excluding France. EDF is listed on the Paris stock 

exchange and is a member of the CAC 40 index. 

 

 

For more information, contact: 

 

Renault: 

Rochelle Chimenes 

Tel: +33 1 76 84 19 05 

Mobile: +33 6 85 32 65 50 

Renault SAS 

rochelle.chimenes@renault.com 

http://media.renault.com 

 

Nissan: 

Simon Sproule / Tel : +81 (0) 90 9954 0810  

Pauline Kee / Tel : +81 (0) 3 5565 2141 

p-kee@mail.nissan.co.jp  

Nissan Motor Co., Ltd. (Japan)  

http://press.nissan-global.com/EN  

 



                                                                                                         
 

EDF: 

Jill Coulombez 

Tel : +33 1 40 42 24 25 

Mail : jill.coulombez@edf.fr 

 

 


